Pope Pius XI
should have commented on this and been so interested in
it gives some idea of what the feeling is about the Catholic
Church in some of the Australian States.
In Western Australia there is a new and young arch-
bishop, and another bishop who has held his See for the
last six years and who was the first Catholic bishop to have
been trained in an Australian seminary. Previous to that
almost every single one of the Australian bishops had been
brought up in Ireland.
A new tendency is therefore appearing at the moment:
that is that Australian Catholics arc becoming both
Australian and Catholic. The older generation still remain
Australian and Irish and then Catholics* These younger
people feel just as bored about Ireland as do the younger
Australians about England, whose parents came from that
country. They feel they are Australian first, and as far
as they can see the link with Great Britain is a very good
one, and they arc tired of Irish grievances; if she has
grievances she should look after them herself.
This statement would probably shock a large number
of still-young Irish priests who are in Australia, but it is
nevertheless true, as can be seen in many clubs and in many
groups; and the elder clergy bitterly resent the fact, As
an example, the Irish Club in Broken Hill is almost
completely defunct, since there are no young members
joining it.
Rome has tried time and time again to encourage an
Irish-Australian atmosphere more friendly towards the
British rule, but it has not been possible until recently.
It is only the lack of young Irish priests as well as young
Irish emigrants going out to Australia, that is making it
possible for a genuine Australian Catholicism to develop.